Introduction
The Thomsen binding to the T antigen but not to its cryptic form, and therefore permitted their differentiation in tissue sections. Histochemical evidence was obtained indicating that amaranthin is a more specific anti-T reagent than peanut lectin. Data are presented that show the differential expression of the T antigen and the cryptic T antigen in organs and cells of rat fetuses late in gestation.
Therefore, amaranthin can be used for histochemical detection of the T antigen and the cryptic T antigen, and facilitates discrimination between them. (JHistochem Cytochem 38:763-774, 1990) 
Preparation of Gold Complexes
Monodisperse colloidal gold with a diameter of 8 nm or 10 nm was prepared according to Slot and Geuze (23 w.
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.. 4 ). This staining could be inhibited by pre-incubation of amaranthin with the synthetic T antigen or by pre-treatment of the sections with the galactose oxidase-Schiff sequence ( Figure  4) , demonstrating expression of the T antigen. The mucosa of the esophagus was stained by both amaranthin and anti-T antibody, as well as by PNA, at gestational Days 18 and 19 ( Figure  5) , and the staining could be abolished by pre-incubation ofthe lectin with synthetic T antigen or the galactose oxidase-Schiff sequence ( Figure  5) . In contrast, the gastric mucosa was stained by amaranthin but not by anti-T antibody (Figure 6) . The amaranthin staining could not be inhibited by synthetic T antigen or the galactose oxidase-Schiff sequence.
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Therefore, we assume that in the esophagus only the T antigen is present, whereas in the gastric mucosa only the cryptic T antigen is found.
In the lung of Day 18 of gestation, the mucosa of bronchi, bronchioli, and terminal alveoli was unreactive with amaranthin and anti-T antibodies but was intensely stained by PNA (Figure 7) . 
